Burnaby File: 2016-25379
Statement of Liz MUNOZ
Statement Date: 2016/07/11
Statement Time: 1232 hours

BW: Cpl. B. WILCOTT, #50519
AM: Cpl. A. MOHAN, #48932
LM: Liz MUNOZ

AC: Anna Diane CARBONI

JS: Agent J. SPIZUOCO

**UNCORRECTED** CONFIRM ALL DETAILS WITH INVESTIGATOR BEFORE
TAKING ACTION ON THIS INFORMATION

1. BW: Good afternoon, it's Corporal Brent WILCOTT of the Burnaby RCMP. It's
Monday, July 11", 2016 at 1232 hours. We are in, what town is this?

2. JS: San Pedro.
3. LM: San Pedro, California.

4. BW: San Pedro. San Pedro, California, just uh outside of Los Angeles. With uh
Liz, with Liz MUNEZ. MUNEZ?

S. UF: MUNOZ.

6. LM: MUNOZ.

7. BW: MUNOZ, sorry. Uh and your legal

8. AC: Yes.

9. BW: representative and friend here.

10. AC: (inaudible)

11. BW: Uh Anna CARB-, CARBONO. Anna Deane, Anna Diane.
12. AC: CARBONI.

13. LM: CARBONI.

14. BW: CARBONI, I'm sorry. | have an | there. Uh with uh Special Agent
SPIZUOCO and Corporal MOHAN and myself here. Uh we’re just gonna be
taking a KGB Warning statement so Ali is just gonna do the KGB Warning.

15. AM: Sure, I'll sit beside ya.
16. LM: (inaudible)

17. AM: Um so this statement will be taken out of oath, solemn affirmation, and
solemn declaration and it’ll be audio recorded. | know it says video recorded
here but we're gonna audio record this...Did that. You must understand that uh,
that it is a criminal offence under Section 139 and Section 140 of the Criminal
Code to obstruct justice or commit public mischief by making a false statement to
police during a, during an investigation. You must further understand that you
may be a witness at a trial uh concerning the events you describe in this
statement, and if at any time you recant your statement or claim it to be false, it
can and will be used at that trial. And you maybe be liable to prosecution under
Section 137 of the Criminal Code for fabricating evidence. Finally, you must
understand that yy-, you're not obliged to give a statement. And if any person
has by words or acts attempted to persuade you to provide it, you are to
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disregard those words or acts, and only give a statement if you freely choose to
do so.

LM: Okay.

AM: Okay? Do you understand the criminal consequences of making a false
statement?

LM: Yes.

AM: Do you understand your right to choose whether or not um to make a
statement?

LM: Yes.

AM: Do you understand the fact that this statement will be audio taped and
under oath?

LM: Yes.
AM: Okay. Do you choose to give a statement?
LM: Yes.

AM: Okay. | will get you uh, okay, so I'll be Commissioner of Oath. Uh do you
sol-, uh do you wanna swear or affirm? It doesn’t make a difference, yeah.

LM: What's...

BW: Swearing on the bible or affirming is
AC: Same thing.

LM: uh same thing. It's yeah,

LM: Well...

AM: (inaudible)

BW: legal, legal mumbo-jumbo.

LM: Well | swear | guess.

AM: Okay. Do you solemnly swear that evidence given to you will be the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

LM: Absolutely.

AM: Okay. And | will get you to sign right there, please. It's just right there.
Right?

BW: Uh yes.

LM: Yeah.

BW: And then you're the witness.

LM: Yeah.

BW: Or I, | can be the witness. You're the swearer.
AM: Okay. I'll sign as well. Perfect. Thank you.

BW: Excellent. So now that we’re three minutes into that part.
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LM:

BW:

LM:
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LM:

Okay.

Um we’re here to talk about Mister uh Richard RIESS.
Mm hmm.

Or Patrick FOX.

Okay.

Um he’s changed his name

Mm hmm.

uh recently.

Okay.

And kinda your history with him.

Okay.

And as well kinda what happened when he sent some packages down here.
Okay.

So if you can tell me first off how...

Like history?

Yeah, a little bit of history.

Okay, okay. | used to be a TA, a teacher’s assistant at the preschool and

uh he was under the care of his son, and that’s how we met. Yeah, we became
friends and became uh, | used to babysit for the kid and that’s how we got to
know each other.

JS:
LM:
JS:
LM:

BW:

LM:

What state was that in?

Right here in Torrance.

Oh it was Torrance?

In Torrance, California, yeah.
When abouts was that, sorry?

Oh my god, I can’'t remember. Oof, his child was 18 months so tt-, that

could have been 2000.

BW:

LM:

BW:

LM:

AC:

LM:

BW:

LM:

Almost 14 years ago?

Oh my god, he’s gonna be 16.
Yeah.

He was 18 months to...

How many years ago?

Oh like in 2000. So yeah, I,
2000.

so | honestly can’'t remember the exact date but yeah.
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BW: That’'s okay. 2000-ish.

LM: So yes.

BW: So you've known him for quite some time then.
LM: Yes.

BW: Okay.

LM: Yes.

BW: And um obviously you looked after the child, you took care of the child for
some things.

LM: Yes, right, yes.

BW: Um at what, at one point | understand that Mister RIESS or Mister FOX um
was in jail.

LM: Yes, correct.
BW: And you basically were the...

LM: Yeah, | was taking care of the son and helping him and whatever you know |
could.

BW: Okay. When was that? Do you recall?
LM: | can’t remember. I'm sorry, but | don’t know the dates.
BW: That's okay.

LM: 1 don’t know dates. (inaudible) by the dates but | know it was a while ago,
couple years ago. Yeah.

BW: Okay. And how long did you look after the child for?

LM: Ah, on my own? About four years.

BW: Wow.

LM: Yeah. For four years that he was gone. Yeah.

BW: | didn’t know that, I'm sorry.

LM: Yeah, four years.

BW: Um...

LM: But like I said | know him since he was 18 months, the child.

BW: Yeah. Okay. And uh obviously uh Mister RIESS was deported at some
point back to Canada.

LM: Correct, yes.
BW: Um and did you guys maintain communication with each other or talk?

LM: Well when once that he was established over there and he was able to get a
phone and call, yeah, he called.

BW: Okay.
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LM: He calls now and then say hi and how’s things. He was very uh thankful for
what | did for his child and himself. So yes, he kept communication, yes.

BW: Okay. Um when you guys uh, | guess at that point the child had already
been returned to his mother.

LM: Yes, correct.

BW: Okay. For what's happened recently,

LM: Mm hmm.

BW: um can you walk me through what happened on...

LM: | have no idea. Just receive a call from, from them and uh that there were
some packages that were, that were sent to my house that, that he shouldn’t
have sent. That's all what | know. They came home, they took the packages
and that’s all what | know

BW: Okay. Did,
LM: about the packages.
BW: did he uh, Mister RIESS talk to about that? About sending packages?

LM: Oh yeah, yes, yes. About the packages, yes. About what was in the
packages, | didn’t know.

BW: Okay.

LM: You know I just knew a few things you know because | saw the boxes, like it
was a home stereo, uh a, a lot of computer work, personal things like clothes,
blankets. You know that's, that’s all what he mentioned to me.

BW: And what did he talk about? Like um was he saying he was shipping these
items to you or?

LM: Well yes, yes, yes. Uh did, did, this are his words. Okay? That he was
planning on the future, he didn’t know whether he was relocate to Toronto for a
new job, or whether he will like to come, come back to LA. You know but at that
point he never told me you know I’'m going here or I'm going there or you know
he never really told me what his plans were. That’s, he just said that in the future
he would like to come here or he was thinking about moving to Toronto.

BW: Okay. That's uh, if he’s planning on going to Toronto, do you think he would
have shipped the packages to you though?

LM: No, but at the same time | don’t know too much about his relationship with
his family.

BW: Okay.

LM: So | know he doesn’t have that many friends or people you know what |
mean, so | said as long as these packages are not gonna be sitting in my house
for a long time I’'m okay with it. And it's his money, I'm not wasting money
sending, ‘cause that’s a lot of money so

BW: Yeah.

LM: said whatever. You know what | mean? But | never expect that. Me
helping him with the package you know ww-, was gonna take me here.
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127. BW: Yeah.
128. LM: Yeah. Seriously.
129. BW: You never do, so.

130. LM: So, no, so | don’t know, he’s like that. He, he does things like that you
know. He moves here, he doesn’t stay alike in one place. | said okay.

131. BW: He’s pretty transient then is what you...

132. LM: No, no, but you know because of his job | know he’s a contractor, he likes to
do different uh projects so sometimes he takes a job like | don’t know for years,
months, whatever. He likes to do different things. He, he gets bored in one
thing.

133. BW: Okay.

134. LM: So that's why he said that he was looking into, looking for projects too on
Ontario also.

135. BW: Do you recall when you uh started receiving the packages?

136. LM: No. It, it was few months. You know he didn’t send everything at once you
know. No, | don't, | don’t have dates. But they didn’'t came out together, you
know at once.

137. BW: And um did he talk about what was being sent like?

138. LM: Like | said a few things he told me, that's because | asked what are you
gonna send. He said personal things; my computer, you know some clothes,
and things like that. But uh (inaudible) stuff he never mentioned anything to me.

139. BW: And what’s your understanding what was inside those packages?

140. LM: Well I understand what they do. | understand the fires, the firearms
because

141. BW: Yeah.

142. LM: Italked to him. He communicated with me to apologize for all of this so |
knew what it was inside the box you know. But be-, before that | have no clue
what was inside the boxes. And like | said they, they were never touched, they
were never opened, they were sealed the same way that | received the boxes.

143. BW: Okay.
144. LM: So.
145. BW: So you didn’t know the firearms were inside the packages?

146. LM: Nothing. Absolutely I don’t know, | don’t know what, | don’t know what is
inside the boxes at this point.

147. BW: Um has he communicated ww-, with you since? Is that what you were
saying?

148. LM: Yes, yes, he has.
149. BW: While he was in jail?

150. LM: Yes.
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151. BW: Okay.
152. LM: Yes, he has.
153. BW: And he’s apologized to you about that?

154. LM: Yes. Yes. He called me right away after what happened and he
apologized. I'm sorry that | got you into this. He even called me this morning
casually, and | told him what happened and he said I'm sorry, you know you
gotta talk to them and just tell them what you know. And I told him | don’t want
part of this, | don’t wanna be linked to this. And he said just go ahead, just talk to
them, tell them what you know.

155. BW: Oh wow.

156. LM: Yeah.

157. BW: And so he obviously called from a jail phone probably.

158. LM: Of course. It's recorded. You can hear the phone calls, they're recorded.

159. BW: Yeah. How was he to deal with? Like he seems like he was okay with
what’s happened.

160. LM: Yes, yes, yes.
161. BW: He probably didn’t wanna put in the situation then.

162. LM: No, no, I don't think so. Like | said you know he’s, believe me, he’s not a
bad guy. | know he, I, I don’t know how he is when he’s there but he’s not that
kind of person.

163. BW: Okay.

164. LM: Yeah.

165. BW: Can you tell me like what, how you know him like?
166. LM: How | know him?

167. BW: Like is he a, how is he...

168. LM: He’s, he’s not a very social person uh that | can tell you, but he’s not
aggressive. Never been aggressive to me or towards anybody.

169. BW: Okay.

170. LM: Uh he’s the kind of person that he can be on that shithole eating you know
but, and | see him picking up and actually this is, we talk about this all the time. |
don’t know how he got into this because he was doing so well.

171. BW: Yeah.

172. LM: So it's like why you know a person that’s doing so well, making so much
good money do this kind of stuff. So he’s, he’s very smart but in other things like
something is lacking you know.

173. BW: Some life skills potentially?
174. LM: Something, yes.

175. BW: Okay.
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LM: Yes, yes. But no, he’s not a, an aggressive or | cannot say anything bad.
You know | never have any bad experience

BW: Okay.

LM: with him as you know our friendship.

BW: Uh how many bag, or packages do you think were sent?

LM: Oof, | don't remember. I, | think there were 20 some boxes.

BW: And do you still have the ones that were returned to you, everything?
LM: Yeah, they return everything pretty much.

BW: Okay.

LM: Yeah.

BW: And are you just gonna keep it until he can figure out?

LM: 1 ask him you know what you want me to do with this and he said let me
figure out, | don’t, you know by now he’s in the position that, | said well as soon
as you know what you want me to do you know you gotta figure out how you
want me to return everything. So they’re gonna be returned. | don’t know when
or what's gonna happen with him, so.

BW: Okay.

LM: Just waiting for his uh, the green light you know.
BW: Okay.

LM: Yeah.

BW: Ali, do you have anything else that we are missing?
AM: No. (inaudible)

BW: Jason, do you wanna add any, or?

JS: Just when you were watching the kid you, at one, for four years you were
the soul provider. Right?

LM: Yes, correct.

JS: Where ww-, was he in Canada or was he in custody?
LM: He was in custody.

JS: Okay.

LM: He was in custody for four years. 1 told you the story about the mom you
know what | mean | mean.

JS: Right, right.

LM: So.

JS: Right, and she left, yeah.
LM: Yes, the whole thig.

JS: So the boy (inaudible) from the ages of what? Like six?
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LM: Well you know when we met like | told you he was 18 months.
JS: Right.

LM: He was just living with the dad. He come to the preschool and pick him up
and we became friends. The child was very attached to me.

JS: Right.

LM: Uh he was under my car at the preschool. And | start babysitting for him
you know. And that's how the friendship start. Then he got in some troubles,
obviously you know what | mean, and the child, himself, | think he was about five
years ago, he called me from Arizona where he was living with Richard. He was
no longer in California.

JS: Right.

LM: He called me himself to please go and pick him up. He was with some
neighbours.

JS: Wow.

LM: And | have no, | don’t have a heart for saying no to the child after being with
me for so long you know.

JS: Yeah.

LM: And uh I went right away and | pick him up and that took me four years with
him.

JS: Wow.
BW: So...

JS: So he was in, so after Richard got out of custody he came back and picked
the boy up?

LM: Well Richard came back obviously.
JS: Right.

LM: You know what | mean, and uh that’s when he start fighting in court. And
the court ordered the woman, ‘cause she was not supposed to take the child out
of California,

JS: Right.

LM: that she needed to return Gabriel to the state of California. She uh, Arizona
didn’t have jurisdiction so over you know California and that’'s how the child was
returned to him.

JS: Okay.
BW: That kid’s gone through a lot then.

LM: Yes, yes, he has. And uh | mean the only parent that he has has been
Richard. The woman was never on the picture until now.

BW: Yeah.
LM: Until he was like 10 or 11.

AC: The only stability that child has had
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LM:

AC:

LM:

BW:

LM:

AC:

LM:

BW:

JS:
LM:
JS:

LM:

Yeah.

in his life is...

Yeah, was with me.

With you.

The years that he was with me. Correct. Yeah.

She, | mean she raised that child like you know her own.
Like my own.

Yeah.

Was there a-, any formal agreement or you, you just had him because...
There was a power of attorney.

Alright.

Of course, of course. |, when | went to pick him up | was not gonna cross

the border with, heck no, you know.

JS:

LM:

Right.

No, no, no, no, we, we got a power of attorney and he gave me the authority

you know to, to take care of the child you know what | mean. Um...

BW:

LM:
AC:
LM:
AC:
LM:
AC:
LM:
AC:

LM:
jail.

BW:

LM:
AC:
LM:
AC:
LM:
AC:

JS:

Did he pay? Did he give you money or?

No. Cc-, come on, he was in jail.

It wasn't like that.

He has no money.

This girl with the little money that she makes

No. No.

fed this child, dress him, put him through school, uh, uh

Through school, everything, yeah.

(inaudible) the guy with 20 bucks here and there that she was sending him.

Yeah, no, no. No, they, there was no help from him, of course he was in

Wow.

Yeah, it was me. Yeah.

The uh mother abandon the child at 18 months and you know

Yeah.

she picks him up from, they raise (inaudible) and they come and they take
Yeah.

this child from her.

Right.
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LM: She came, she took him.
AC: She, she loves the child.

LM: And uh she use um, what'’s this called, uh guardianship, not guardianship,
how's it called uh, uh custody that they had when the baby was born. So that’s
how she took the child from here. But like | said the courts over here told her uh-
uh, you need to return the child.

BW: ‘Cause part of the State of California...
LM: Because he’s been for too long
BW: Yeah.

LM: and he wants school and there was no right for the mom to do. | mean how
can you take a child that all his life being here and one day show up and hey.

AC: And during all those years

LM: Yeah.

AC: she never saw the child at all.

JS: Right.

LM: Yeah.

AC: And it was when | guess Richard was in jail she called her for help.
LM: Yeah.

AC: And you know she came and, and took the child, but...

LM: Yeah. That's what, that’'s how it happened, yeah.

BW: Okay. Okay.

LM: And you know like | said | don’t have anything against the mom. We’'re not
the best friends. She’s not my enemy. We're just, she’s there, I'm here.

BW: Yeah.

LM: You know.

BW: And you were saying earlier you do obviously still speak with the child, uh...
LM: Yes, yes, | call him.

BW: Yeah.

LM: Now and then you know what | mean. | don’t speak to him often because |
believe the mom play some games and she likes to record the calls and | know
the child doesn’t feel confident talking over the phone.

BW: Yeah.

LM: So I call and I talk to him sporadically, how you doing, how's summer, how’s
school, how’s the family and basically but that's it. Personal life, things he
doesn’t say anything and | don’t ask.

BW: Okay.

LM: Yeah. Yeah, so | don’'t know what’'s going on right now you know what |
mean.
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BW: Yeah.

LM: | hope he’s doing well.

BW: Yeah, yeah, okay.

LM: Yeah, so that’s, that's pretty much you know how things are right now.
BW: Perfect.

LM: And | know they have problems but that's between both of them as he’s the
only one who can explain you the problems you know.

BW: Yeah.

LM: So.

BW: And we’ve got his side and obviously we’re going to get her side and
LM: Yeah, correct.

BW: get all the details so we can try to figure out...

LM: What, what’s going on, yeah.

BW: Yeah.

LM: Yeah. So | don’'t know what else | can help but...

BW: Um one thing I, one other question wanted to ask is uh when you knew him
LM: Uh huh.

BW: uh when he lived in California earlier.

LM: Yeah.

BW: Did you know he had firearms?

LM: No, never.

BW: Okay.

LM: No, he never did, that, as far as | know he never did you know. | know he
does enjoy go-, going to the shooting range that | believe it's close from the place
that he’s staying.

BW: Okay.

LM: I don’t know what it's called but.
BW: In Canada.

LM: In Canada, of course.

BW: Yeah.

LM: Yeah. Uh | know he owns a couple of firearms and rifles for himself and his
son.

BW: Yeah.

LM: When he visit they used to go shooting range. | know that’s his hobby.
That's all what | know. You know what | mean, but here in California, no, never.
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As far as | knew never. | never saw one. He never mentioned you know buying,
owning, So.

320. BW: That's perfect, yeah.

321. LM: Yes. | know this is new when he move over there he start buying uh guns.
322. BW: Okay.

323. LM: For him and his child.

324. BW: Yeah.

325. LM: Yeah.

326. BW: Um anything else? 1 think that we’ve covered everything?

327. AM: Yeah.

328. BW: Do you have anything you'd like to add? Anything else?

329. LM: No, I don't know, like | said anything that | can help. | don’t know what else
can | help you with.

330. AC: Il don'tthink he’s such a bad guy. He just makes stupid decisions.
331. BW: Yeah.

332. LM: Yeah.

333. AC: But he’s not a bad guy.

334. LM: He, thisis uh...

335. AC: You know he’s a good dad, he uh, he really loves that child.

336. LM: Yes.

337. AC: Um he’s made wrong, stupid decisions but when the mom (inaudible) he
you know kept struggling with the child and | think he’s a good daddy.

338. BW: Yeah.
339. AC: Um...

340. LM: Yeah. |think this is like a battle to be honest with, with him, between both of
them. The ex-wife or, and himself.

341. BW: Yeah.

342. LM: Yeah.

343. AC: The child was not with him because the mom kept playing games
344. LM: Yeah.

345. AC: and not sending the child.

346. LM: Uh this man you know...

347. AC: down as the court order. She didn’t follow the court order. But he’s not a
bad...
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348. LM: Yeah. You know what it was for this man after being in jail for four years he
was looking forward to see his son. And the mom was the one who got him
deported so he couldn’t see his son.

349. BW: Yeah.

350. LM: So that was like a hard, it's more like a...
351. BW: He took it very personal.

352. LM: Yes.

353. AC: Yeah.

354. BW: Yeah.

355. LM: And as you can see you know what | mean.
356. BW: Yeah.

357. LM: So that's when all this start

358. BW: And there’s...

359. LM: coming out you know what | mean because he feels like oh she lies about
this and it's not like that, it is like this, and that's when this whole big thing
started.

360. AC: Yeah, they, they were going to court and uh one of the custody battles he
shows up to court and she called Immigration and got him arrested so he never
gotto goto...

361. LM: So she could take the child.

362. AC: He never got into go to the courtroom so the court puts him
363. LM: Mm hmm.

364. AC: like a no show.

365. LM: Because...

366. AC: And she takes the child because he’s a no show.

367. LM: She knew that the court was gonna rule in his favour with the child stays
here, yeah.

368. AC: So you know that’s when they start those stupid battles and...
369. LM: That's what happened.

370. BW: Wow.

371. LM: Yeah.

372. BW: Okay.

373. LM: Yeah, when, when she first came, | mean she, she was here on California
like for two visits after like years of not seeing her son. On her third visit she
show up on my house with the police to take the child. She make her own child
go through that. Even the police was saying look, think about it, this isn’t fair for
the child, give it some times to, for the transition. She did not care.

374. BW: Yeah.
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375.

376.
377.
378.
379.
380.

381.

382.
383.
384.
385.
386.
387.
388.

Isjs

LM: 1 understand, she’s the mom you know what | mean but for the child I think
things could have been handled in a better way, but...

BW: Yeah.

LM: She has him now.

BW: Uh well hopefully he’s doing well.
LM: Yeah, yeah.

BW: That's the main thing of this.

LM: | hope so, | hope so, | don’t know. Ho-, | hope. Like I said | don't, | talked to
him but we don’t talk that often like | would like to. But I call him like once a
month or something.

BW: Okay.

LM: Yeah.

BW: Okay. Well it's 1252, | think we've covered everything.
LM: Okay.

BW: Thank you very much for your time.

LM: No problem.

BW: I'll turn this off.
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